Helen to come and see them - at least, I was asked too,
but Tibby's illness prevented me, so last Monday she went
alone. That's all. You know as much as I do now. It's a
young man out of the unknown. She was to have come back
Saturday, but put it off till Monday, perhaps on account of
-1 don't know.'
She broke off, and listened to the sounds of a London
morning. Their house was in Wickhain Place, and fairly
quiet, for a lofty promontory of buildings separated it
from the main thoroughfare. One had the sense of a back-
water, or rather of an estuary, whose waters flowed in from
the invisible sea, and ebbed into a profound silence while
the waves without were still beating. Though the pro-
montory consisted of flats - expensive, with cavernous
entrance halls, full of concierges and palms - it fulfilled its
purpose, and gained for the older houses opposite a certain
measure of peace. These, too, would be swept away in time
and another promontory would arise upon their site, as
humanity piled itself higher and higher on the precious
soil of London.
Mrs Munt had her own method of interpreting her
nieces. She decided that Margaret was a little hysterical,
and was trying to gain time by a torrent of talk. Feeling
diplomatic, she lamented the fa^te of Speyer, and declared
that never, never should she be so misguided as to visit it,
and added of her own accord that the principles of restora-
tion were ill understood in Germany, 'The Germans/
she said, 'are too thorough, and this is all very well some-
times, but at other times it does not do.*
'Exactly,9 said Margaret; 'Germans are too thorough.*
And Her eyes began to shine.
'Of course I regard you Schlegels as English/ said Mrs
Munt^hastily - 'English to the backbone/
Margaret leaned forward and stroked her hand,
;   'And that reminds me - Helen's letter -'
>:*ph yes, Aunt Juley, I am thinking all right about
jMen's letter. I know -1 must go down and see her. I am
1&itt3dng about her all right. I aon meaning to go down.'
'But go with some plan/ said Mrs Munt, admitting into
9